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25 February 2026

Dear chairperson

SA Biathlon

Now that we about 3 weeks from the 49th SA Biathlon Championship in Oudtshoorn it is time to reflect on the 2025/2026 season and also to focus on highlights and issues of concern.

A total number of 2 541 athletes participated in 
· 87 leagues, 
· 14 provincial champioinships
· 9 interprovincials.    
Affiliated athletes per province are:
· Boland 431, WP 324, Eden 316, Southern Free State 251, Gauteng North 217, Eastern Province 205, Griquas 195, Border 152, Mpumalanga 112, North West 125, Central Gauteng 81, Limpopo 76, KZN 55, Northern Free State 22.
From above it is quite clear that certain provinces continue to grow and operations are running smoothly but there are areas of concern and questions to be asked about the future of Biathlon in these regions. 

SA Biathlon proud itself for a very disciplined sport and some of the Interprovincials and SA Championships are a example of what is expected. For SA Biathlon Exco the following are concerns
· 6 provinces have not admitted their documents requested before end December 2025 “to be a province”
· To many athletes entered for provincial league meetings and with DNS/DNF on the results sheet.
· Late payment of affiliation fees.
· Chairpersons not attending or adhering to attend official ceremonies or functions organised by SA Biathlon Exco.
The following will be expected of every province before / at the SA Biathlon Championship 2026:
· Entries as per team sheet (to be forward to Dave van der Walt and Ernst van Schalkwyk) at 18.00 on 8 March 2026 and paid will be the official number of athletes per province. Provinces will pay as per the sheet and all withdrawns  withdrawls after that will not be refunded even with a doctor certificate.
· Each province to have 1 to 2 official team managers (not more) and 1 to 2 team captains (preferably one male and one female) – for both it can’t be the provincial chairperson.
· Only max of 2 team managers will receive team managers wristbands and will be allowed at registration and team managers meeting as well as provincial chairperson.
· Provinces may have more team manager – but it will be unofficial
· Opening ceremony
· Chairpersons to sit in front with VIPs on field and their spouses in allocated space in pavilion – even if you are a participating athlete – please wear your provincial golf shirt.
· Athletes who attend opening ceremony and march past to stay on track after until after the march past. No athlete will be allowed to leave track after march past and need to sit down and attend the opening ceremony. Team managers and team captains to sit between athletes and control the athletes. No walk around or chatting. During the national anthem everyone needs to stand still including parents on the pavilion – there were cases of parents walking around during the singing of the Anthem at Highgate Interprovincial.
· Official team photos must be pre-booked with Vanzyl Naude and the last team photo will be taken 15:15
· President’s function
· All chairpersons to attend and with spouses if possible. Invited guests will receive and invite. Provincial committee members are also welcome – these extra numbers to be communicated to Dave van der Walt for logistical reasons. 
· Officials
· There are 3 event sessions – 1 x track session and 2 x pool sessions. Officials will be allocated per number of athletes entered. The track session is from 06.45 to +-12.45. Pool session 1 is from 10.00 to 13.00 (u.9, u.11, juniors, seniors, M40+, 50+, 60+, 70+, 80+ special needs) and pool session 2 from 13.30 till last heat (u.13, u.15, u.17, u.19). Please take above in consideration when allocating officials to sessions. Officials for track session to report at 06.30. Pool session 1 officials to report 09:30 and session 2 at 13:00
· Track and pool events
· Athletes must report to competitors steward at 120m mark on track [call room] and at allocated area at pool [behind official stand]. No athlete will be allowed to join heats at start. Times are subject to change and athletes [and team managers] must listen carefully to announcements of call outs. Pool session 2 might also start earlier. The first heat is at 07.00 so M50+, M40+, u.9, seniors, u.11 must report at 06.30.
· No times will be given to athletes / team managers at track or pool. When at results officials athletes must speak loud and clear and give their name and surname. After that they must move quickly away. – not clear enough
· At finishing line athletes must stop as quickly as possible and not run 50m past the line. Take number and move in line to results officials.
· Gala evening and prize giving
· Only paid spectators – R100 – and athletes with wristbands will be allowed to attend Highgate function. This will a different colour. No spectator or athlete will be allowed without a wristband – no excuses that they left it at accommodation – very NB.
· Side dishes will also be served with the presentation of a wristband
· No alcohol allowed – bar facilities available – cash or card.
· Team managers to sit in front at prize giving to collect medals if athletes are not attending the function
· Parking
· Allocated parking for officials and invited guests at track, pool and Highgate. No one will be allowed into these parking areas without parking cards. Please adhere to the parkin officials commands.
· At the track officials & VIP’s on Friday and Saturday enter the parking area from Voortrekker Road. The public parking will be at the cricket field of Oudtshoorn High School in St John Street. Sign boards will be erected. {R30/day of R50/two days]
· Parkin at the pool is a major challenge – please make the best there-of. Official and Event Directors parking will be reserved.
President: Gerhard Louwrens		Vice President: Len Symington
Mobile: 082 808 1106		Mobile: 082 875 2257
Email: Gerhard.louwrens@pepsico.com		Email: symingtonl@pvbm.co.za

		Secretary/Treasurer: Yolanda Kruger
		Mobile: 082 787 5496
   	                                                                Email:yolandakruger435@gmail.com
Website: sabiathlon.co.za
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